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Treasury  Department,  May  5,  1838. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  19th  of  March  last,  requiring  a  report  from  this  Department  of  the 
progress  made  in  issuing  patents  for  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the 
examination  of  certificates  of  purchase  under  the  pre-emption  law  of 
1834,  and  when  the  examination  will  probably  terminate,  &c.,  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit  the  accompanying  communication  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  of  the  4th  instant,  as  furnishing  all  the  inform¬ 
ation  called  for,  to  be  had  in  this  Department. 

I  am,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LEVI  WOODBURY, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Hon.  James  K.  Polk, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 


General  Land  Office,  May  4,  1838. 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
passed  on  the  19th  of  March  last,  in  the  words  following,  to  wit:  “Re¬ 
solved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to  communicate  to 
this  House  what  progress  has  been  made  in  issuing  patents  for  land  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  since  the  last  report  made  to  this  House  on  that 
subject;  stating  particularly  how  many  patents  have  been  issued  for 
private  land  claims ;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  under  the  credit 
system;  how  many  for  lands  purchased  under  the  cash  system  at  pub¬ 
lic  sales,  and  by  private  entry,  of  lands  that  have  been  offered  for 
sale  ;  how  many  for  lands  sold  under  the  different  laws  authorizing  the 
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entry  at  private  sale  of  the  back  lands  in  that  State ;  how  many  for  pur¬ 
chases  under  each  of  the  pre-emption  laws  of  1814,  of  May  29,  1830,  and 
June  19,  1834;  and  how  many  under  any  other  description  of  title: 
also,  how  many  remain  yet  to  be  issued  of  each  of  said  description  of 
titles,  and  the  causes  that  delay  the  issuing  of  said  patents  ;  also,  when  it 
is  probable  the  patents  now  suspended  will  be  issued :  also,  what  prog¬ 
ress  has  been  made  in  the  examination  of  the  certificates  of  purchase  under 
the  pre-emption  law  of  June  19,  1834  ;  when  the  examination  will  proba¬ 
bly  terminate  ;  and  under  what  law  or  laws  the  said  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
sury  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  they  or  either  of 
them,  have  suspended  the  issuing  of  patents  under  said  act;”  and  which 
you  have  referred  to  this  office,  I  have  the  honor  to  report — 

That,  of  the  959  patents  referred  to  in  my  report  of  the  21st  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1837,  as  having  been  issued  for  lands  sold — 

21  were  issued  under  the  credit  system,  of  which  4  were  under  the 
(back)  pre-emption  law  of  1814; 

17  cash  system,  (back)  pre-emption  law  of  1814; 

32  cash  system,  pre-emption  law  of  29th  May,  1830  ; 

2  cash  system,  pre-emption  law  of  5th  April,  1832  ; 

12  cash  system,  (back)  pre-emption  law  of  15th  June,  1832  ; 

13  cash  system,  pre-emption  law  of  19th  June,  1834  ; 

862  cash  system,  entries  at  public  and  private  sale  ; 

and  that  subsequent  to  that  period  no  patents  have  been  transmitted. 

That  there  are  now  in  this  office  9,619  certificates  of  purchase,  for  which 
patents  are  due  of  the  following  descriptions,  to  wit  : 

134  under  the  credit  system. 

67  (back)  pre-emption  law  of  IS  14. 

467  pre-emption  law  of  11th  May,  1820. 

219  pre-emption  law  of  29th  May,  1830. 

210  pre-emption  Jaw  of  5th  April,  1832. 

652  (back)  pre-emption  law  of  15th  June,  1832. 

45  pre-emption  law  of  July,  1832. 

1,751  pre-emption  law  of  19th  June,  1834. 

6,074  at  public  sale  and  private  entry. 

Of  these,  the  patents  for  1,206  are  signed,  sealed,  and  ready  for  trans¬ 
mission. 

2,278  are  signed  by  the  President,  and  only  require  the  signature  of  the 

recorder  to  be  affixed  to  render  them  ready  for  transmission. 

242  are  engrossed  and  examined,  and  1,258  are  in  hands  and  nearly  com¬ 
pleted. 

From  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  an  aggregate  of  4,984  patents  are  now 
nearly  prepared  and  ready  for  transmission. 

In  the  cases  referred  to  in  my  last  report  of  lands  .paid  for  many  years 
since,  and  prior  to  their  survey,  this  office  has  not  been  able,  as  a  pre¬ 
paratory  step  to  the  issuing  of  the  patents,  to  obtain  the  proper  designa¬ 
tion  of  the  tracts  by  section,  township,  and  range,  although  every  effort 
has  been  made  to  effect  that  object  by  correspondence  with  the  district 
land  officers  and  the  Surveyor  General;  until  this  information  is  received, 
the  sales  cannot  be  compared  with  the  township  plats  prior  to  registering 
them  in  the  tract-books. 

In  consequence  of  the  reported  erroneous  surveys  and  locations  of 
private  claims  in  the  Greensburg  (late  St.  Helena)  district,  it  has  been 
deemed  advisable  to  suspend  the  issuing  of  all  patents  for  lands  sold 


3 


[  Doc.  No.  364.  ] 

therein,  and  to  permit  no  further  entries  to  be  made  until  the  Surveyor 
General  shall  have  an  opportunity  of  making  the  requisite  examinations 
with  a  view  of  testing  their  correctness,  in  conformity  to  instructions  to 
that  effect  from  this  office. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  to  Congress  in  reference  to  the  issuing 
of  patents  for  lands  in  Louisiana,  before  referred  to,  there  have  been 
issued  for  private  land  claims  in  that  State  three  patents. 

It  is  estimated  that  there  have  been  confirmed,  including  those  em¬ 
braced  by  the  act  of  the  4th  July,  1S36,  entitled  “An  act  confirming 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Louisiana/7  S,SS7  claims;  of  which  466 
have  been  patented,  leaving  8,421  to  be  patented. 

Patents  for  private  claims  are  usually  issued  in  all  cases  when  called 
for,  if  the  title-papers  are  found  correct;  hence  the  tardiness  of  issuing 
patents  is  attributable  to  the  patent  certificates  and  plats  of  survey  not 
being  returned  to  this  office,  as  intimated  in  the  report  of  February,  i837, 
of  the  Commissioner  to  Congress,  on  the  subject. 

The  entries  by  pre-emption,  under  the  act  of  19th  June,  1834,  in  the 
Ouachita  district,  have  all  been  examined  and  prepared  for  patenting, 
except  where  there  are  conflicting  claims,  or  deficient  evidence;  and 
in  those  cases,  the  necessary  steps  have  been  taken  to  settle  the  former, 
and  supply  the  omissions  of  the  latter.  In  the  Greensburg  district  no 
pre-emption  entries  appear  to  have  been  made:  59  applications  for  pre¬ 
emption  transmitted  to  this  office  by  the  register  and  receiver  on  the  28th 
October,  1836,  have  been  examined,  and  only  await  the  result  of  the 
Surveyor  General ?s  examination  of  the  reported  erroneous  surveys  in 
that  district  before  they  are  finally  disposed  of.  In  the  Opelousas  land 
district  none  of  the  pre-emption  cases  have  been  examined,  on  account  of 
the  absence  of  the  proof ;  none  having  been  transmitted  to  this  office  by 
the  officers  of  that  district,  and  the  delay  will  be  necessarily  continued 
until  the  repeated  requirements  of  this  office  for  that  proof  shall  have 
been  complied  with.  The  New  Orleans  cases  are  now  under  examina¬ 
tion,  and  will  be  speedily  disposed  of.  As  there  are  at  least  1,000  cases, 
and  the  difficulties  they  may  present  are  unknown,  it  is  impossible .  to 
say  when  that  examination  will  be  completed — say  four  or  five,  months ; 
they  are  not  yet  registered,  and  that  may  develop  conflicting  rights,  which 
may  longer  delay  particular  cases. 

The  delay  in  issuing  patents  under  the  pre-emption  law  of  1834  has 
arisen  from  the  inability  of  this  office,  for  the  want  of  suitable  aid  at  the 
time  of  its  passage,  and  during  the  two  years  of  its  continuance,  to  act 
upon  the  entries  as  they  were  made,  by  testing  their  correctness  by  suita¬ 
ble  examination  of  the  proofs  and  plats,  to  ascertain,  by  registering  them 
in  proper  tract-books,  whether  they  conflicted  with  the  entries  or  claims 
of  others;  and  from  the  non-compliance  on  the  part  of  the  registers  and 
receivers,  and  the  pre-emptors,  with  the  instructions  emanating  from  this 
office  for  the  carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  law,  and  not  from 
any  particular  law  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  or  the  Com¬ 
missioner  to  suspend  their  issue.  These  causes  apply  generally  to  the 
delay  in  issuing  patents  on  entries  made  under  other  pre-emption  laws 
and  at  public  and  private  sale;  as,  subsequent  to  the  act  of  July,  1S36,  for 
the  reorganization  of  this  office,  it  was  deemed  essential  that  tract-books 
should  be  opened  for  all  the  lands  in  the  State,  so  far  as  the  public  sur- 
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veys  had  extended,  for  the  purpose  of  registering  therein  all  the  entries 
that  had  been  made  from  the  earliest  periods  of  the  sales. 

The  1,206  patents  now  reported  as  ready  for  transmission  will  be  for¬ 
warded  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  as  will,  it  is  hoped,  the  2,278,  ex¬ 
cept  such  as  may  belong  to  the  Greensburg  district,  now  only  awaiting  the 
signature  of  the  recorder:  his  attention  having  been  called  to  the  subject, 
and  those  reported  as  engrossed,  and  examined,  and  as  in  hands  and  nearly 
completed. 

In  cases  of  suspensions  caused  by  supposed  errors  in  the  surveys,  the 
absence  of  proper  certificates  describing  the  tracts  by  section,  township, 
and  range,  defects  in  the  title-papers,  or  alleged  interference  with  the  en¬ 
tries  or  claims  of  others,  it  cannot  be  stated  when  the  difficulties  will  be 
removed,  and  the  patents  issued. 

Every  exertion  has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  made,  on  the  part  of 
this  office,  to  remove  these  obstacles,  by  corresponding  with  the  district 
land  officers  and  the  Surveyor  General  on  the  subject. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  WHITCOMB, 

Commissioner. 

The  Hon.  Levi  Woodbury, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


